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ing journalists toiling and fretting over the
task to make a dry old man look a genial
father of his people. For all we know, this
may not be to the old man's liking; he
may be modest in his heart, as he is prob-
ably honest in believing that he is serving
his country.
The Marshal has certainly been immensely
popular. But the popularity of this old'
man has been shamelessly misused. Soon
his defenders started pleading that he had
willed for the best, that he had made a
tremendous sacrifice in undertaking, at
eighty-four, a thoroughly unpleasant job
and that he could not be held responsible
for the misdeeds of incompetent advisers.
One may assume that popularity must fade
as soon as the people feel the weakness
under the assumed appearance of strength.
And no man, however strong, could really
retain the love of the people of France once
it is realised that he has brought France
under the German heel.
In more than one way Marshal Petain
bears a striking resemblance to Marshal
Hindenburg, Both were persuaded in their
old age by evil advisers and by their own
narrow way of thinking to sacrifice their
country to the interests of class or caste.